
Homelessness  
The homeless and impoverished has been a major focus for the Potter’s Wheel (PW) since it’s opening in 2003 with the goal to answer God’s call and inherit the kingdom of God like Jesus instructs the laborers in Matthew 25:37-40 NIV “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’’ Not only do we want to help those in need but equip fellow man to make life decisions to care for themselves as our motto has been from the proverb “give a man a fish and he will eat for a day; but teach a man to fish and he will eat for a life time. Thus our different ministries to assist the impoverished have blossomed to include G.E.D. classes, Celebrate Recovery for addictions, Baby Basics – parenting skills, ROAR – preschool reading and Joseph’s Place prisoner release residence and Bible studies.
I have been an active volunteer at the PW since 2006 and witnessed extreme poverty, some by choice but most often by unforeseeable circumstances. Rules at the PW forbid cash gifts so much of the poverty stricken individuals who are “playing the game” do not stick around for long.  Despite my personal experiences I was shocked two weeks ago as I was sitting in line for ice cream at a local fast food restaurant on the North East side of Evansville and witnessed a homeless person with his shopping cart rummaging through a neighboring restaurant’s trash dumpster.  As middle class Americans, we become desensitized to the extreme poverty we witness and maybe a little jaded or judgmental as to how these people can become so desperate. It seems we view homelessness as almost an alternative lifestyle that is very unfixable and certainly untouchable to the average person. However, in a letter to the Christians in Corinth, the Apostle Paul discusses the importance of helping without judgment. God is the only judge. 1 Corinthians 4:5 says, "It is the Lord who judges me,..". We do not have the option of refusing our brother help based on our own judgment of his or her character. Further, God has commanded us to love and pray for our fellow brethren, Luke 6:32-36 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them.  And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that.  And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” 
The day I went for ice cream witnessing the homeless man in action had a much larger purpose than a serotonin rush from a quick unneeded snack, but a personal supernatural experience. My mind quickly raced to the lives I have seen transformed by the love of God and by the prayers of his people at the PW. Viewing people who have been in such low, end of the earth places, praising God for his miracles, forgiveness and blessings, with tears running down their cheeks makes one know the average person can play a role in solving the homelessness crisis with God’s grace. The following is a personal interview of an individual forever changed by the PW: Percy is originally from Alabama but has lived on and off the streets of Evansville for the past twenty-five years. However, Percy has not always been homeless and originally lived with his family running a lawn service. One day Percy’s life was changed tragically when a gang brutally, beat, raped and killed his teenage daughter leaving her naked body in an ally.  When justice was not served to all four gang members guilty of committing the crime, Percy’s anger overtook him resulting in drug and alcohol addictions and ultimately life on the streets with no job, money, or medical care.  Unfortunately, Percy’s turned to violence to survive and has been in and out of jail innumerable times, slept wherever he could find shelter including abandoned houses and per Percy, “in places where dogs would not sleep,” and found most of his food from trash cans.

Percy’s life changed when the PW was opened in 2003, and little did Percy know how much his life was going to change over the next few years when he experienced the love of God through Pastor Mike Ballard.   Percy originally had the intent to dictate and bully the PW, and manipulate his way with violence just as he had been doing on the street with a “club” as Pastor Mike calls it, but again per Percy, his “American Express card” which he states “you never leave home without.”  However, Percy had met his match, a pastor who was not afraid of him but showed the love of God unconditionally to a very unlovable man. Percy soon found out that when Pastor Mike said the “club” was not coming inside the PW during services or the soup kitchen that the “club” would not be allowed inside and the rules would be enforced. After a few matches, Percy became compliant and quit insisting that the “club,” his most prized possession , be with him while he was at the PW, but that did not mean Percy would not be banned multiple times for brief periods during the upcoming years for misbehavior and disorderly conduct.

After years of witnessing to Percy and praying, God’s love won out! Percy is now a believer in Christ and attends a local church every Sunday morning and continues weekly visits to the PW.  Percy is now living in an apartment and no longer a threat to society. Percy describes his past anger and violence as being out of control and not himself. Percy states he was going through the motions and his body was making him do things that he did not want to do. Now that Percy has given his life to Christ he has been freed from the evil that dominated and ruled his life. Percy says he loves, loves, loves, loves Pastor Mike and Sharon who he refers to as “Momma” and “Dad” and states there is no place like home, referring to the PW.

The Evansville Coalition for the Homeless (ECHO) has conducted local counts of the homeless population with the most recent in June 2003, the number of homeless persons on any given night was found to be 393. This was an 18% increase from the 2002 figures. According to the National Coalition for the Homeless, two major trends are behind the recent increases in homelessness: the decrease in affordable rental housing and simultaneous increase in poverty. Persons living in poverty are often in positions of choosing to pay for food, child care, and health care. When unable to meet expenses, housing is often dropped because it represents a large portion of a person’s income. Many factors contribute to homelessness including joblessness, domestic violence, addiction disorders, and mental illness to name a few. 

The PW will be participating in a fundraiser for the homeless on August5-6th with the Mid America Bow Fishing Organization, The 4C’s of Southern Illinois and Aurora. For more information you may call the PW at 401-4440. My prayer is that this article touches your heart and life, like Percy and the homeless man on the street have touched mine. Please continue to support the PW with your finances and prayers so we may reach those that are lost and unsaved to God’s kingdom.
God’s Richest Blessings,

Shari Bryant

